






























In the academic year 2015/2016, the first generation of students enro-
lled in the single and double major study program Japanese Language 
and Culture at the Faculty of Humanities, Juraj Dobrila University of 
Pula, shortly after we received accreditation for the first and only Japa-
nese studies undergraduate degree study program in Croatia. Two years 
later, in January of 2017, we organized our first international symposium 
on Japanese studies, entitled The International Symposium on Japanese 
Language and Culture in Southeastern Europe (Croatian: Međunarodni 
simpozij o poučavanju japanskoga jezika i kulture u Jugoistočnoj Europi, 
Japanese: 東南ヨーロッパにおける日本語・日本文化教育についての国際
シンポジウム). The symposium marked the establishment of Japanese 
studies in Pula, initiated broader cooperation among experts in our 
region, and introduced current research topics and Japanese experts in 
